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Showing Love on the U.S.-Mexico Border 
 
CEDARVILLE, OHIO --  Illegal immigration is at the forefront of today’s news and political debates, and 
for many Americans that’s all it is, talk. But for those living in cities by the Mexican border, immigration 
becomes much more real. 
  
For years, Dr. John Tarwater, assistant professor of finance at Cedarville University, lived and worked in 
the McAllen, Texas, a predominantly hispanic community along the U.S.-Mexico border. He served as 
vice president at Rio Grande Bible Ministries and the ministry’s college, El Seminario Bíblico Rio Grande. 
  
In 2014, when illegal immigration spiked, Tarwater witnessed the effects of thousands of illegal 
immigrants coming across the border at McAllen, and he saw the detention centers overwhelmed. 
Tarwater also noticed a difference in the type of immigration happening in McAllen. 
  
“The illegal immigration we see today is more akin to what we historically saw in some African 
countries,” explained Tarwater. “It isn’t a few people from Mexico crossing the border to find work. 
Instead, it is massive groups seeking to escape from some type of gang and drug warlord from El 
Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala and many other countries in Central America. And it isn’t just men 
anymore, but families with children that are 6 years old.” 
  
Quickly, Tarwater and his colleagues at Rio Grande Ministries had to decide how to respond to the 
situation at hand. 
  
“We have a moral obligation to obey the laws of the government. But we also have a moral obligation to 
care for those who are in need and who desperately need to be shown mercy and compassion,” noted 
Tarwater. 
  
Various missionaries affiliated with the Rio Grande Bible Ministries, members of local churches,  and 
relief workers soon began to find ways to serve the immigrants in the detention centers. Some filled up 
baggies with hygiene products for the children in the detention centers while others washed the clothes 
of detainees. 
  
“The gospel doesn’t provide us with clear instructions on how to balance the details of border control 
and public policy, but it does tell us that we ought to give more weight to the issue of treating all 
immigrants with human dignity,” described Tarwater. “We looked for ways to be Christ to the 
immigrants. This attempt to image Christ to those in need took many forms, even actions as small as 
taking little baggies and coloring books to the detention centers. We weren’t doing Bible school with the 
kids. Rather, we were simply seeking ways to interact and communicate the love of Christ to those most 
vulnerable in our midst.” 
  
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution 
with an enrollment of 4,193 undergraduate, graduate and online students in more than 150 areas of 
study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is recognized nationally for its authentic Christian community, 
rigorous academic programs, strong graduation and retention rates, accredited professional and health 
science offerings and leading student satisfaction ratings. For more information about the University, 
visit www.cedarville.edu. 
